Dear NSDEQA Member,
Please find attached the review meeting minutes for circulation G.  The cases are available to review on the website www.nsdeqa.co.uk .  I also attach the current SOPs with minor modifications made to SOP4 for approval.
On behalf of all of the NSDEQA members, I would like to thank Rino Cerio for organising such an excellent venue for the review meeting on May 7th.  Lorenzo Cerroni’s lecture and slide seminar was also outstanding.  So thank you again to Rino and Lorenzo for an excellent meeting.
A few items concerning the operation of the NSDEQA scheme:

It was brought to the review meeting’s attention that one of the cases submitted in circulation G may not have had the diagnosis present on all thirty slides.  Could I please remind members that it is the responsibility of the submitting pathologist to ensure that the diagnosis is present on all of the slides submitted.  This is particularly pertinent to small biopsies for inflammatory skin conditions
It has proved popular to ask the speaker at the review meeting to provide the five educational cases which then form part of the speaker’s seminar.  This will be continued.  The next speaker is Dr Sara Edward at St James’ on November 16th 2010.  Dr Edward has agreed to provide the educational cases for circulation H.  On May 27th 2011 in Edinburgh, the speakers are Thomas Brenn and Martin Mihm.  Dr Brenn has agreed to provide the educational cases for Circulation I.
In order to maximise the educational value of the scoring cases, steering committee members (and any other volunteers) will be presenting their own thoughts/approach to a selection of the scoring cases at review meetings.  This will directly precede the score allocation for any individual case, which I will continue to do.  
The cases from the renowned international melanoma club currently run by Richard Carr will soon be included in our educational (non-scoring) cases.  This will be in addition to our usual five educational cases.  Many of these cases will have FISH analysis and opinions from international melanocytic experts.   They will be presented at the review meetings for discussion by Dr Carr.
At the steering committee meeting on May 7th, the place for cytology cases in the EQA was discussed.  Non-cutaneous cytology, such as lymph node aspirates, was considered inappropriate for NSDEQA submission.  Purely cutaneous cytology such as tumour imprints was, in principle, considered appropriate.  A similar situation relates to cytology cases deemed suitable for inclusion in the RCPath Diploma in Dermatopathology examination.
At the steering committee meeting on May 7th, it was considered possible to circulate a clinical photograph of some of the cases.  Please note that this refers to photographs of a patient’s rash/lesion(s) and not photographs of histology.  Three conditions should be met.  Firstly, that the photograph is from the same patient as the glass slide.  Secondly, that the photograph was available at the time of the original report.  Thirdly, that full consent is available to the EQA organisers to permit distribution of the clinical photograph.  Inflammatory skin cases can of course still be submitted without clinical photographs.  The photograph(s) would be distributed as a standard 6 x 4 inch colour print with the glass slide sets.  Anyone wishing to submit a clinical photograph with their glass slides could phone me to discuss.
Finally, I would like to thank all of the NSDEQA members for their continuing involvement in the scheme.  I know many of you have supported this scheme for a considerable time now and I am very grateful.

Kind regards,  
Mark Bamford.
